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SCHURZ COMMUNICATIONS, INC. . Bemy Smi
225 W. Colfax Avenue/South Bend, Indiana 46626 (219) 287-1001 Sanior Vice President « Broadcasting

June 3, 1996

The Hon. Rachelle B. Cheng, Commissioner
Pederal Communications Cosmission

1919 M Street, N.W., Room 844
Washington, D.C. 20054

Dear Ccumissioner Chong:

It is my understanding the Pederal Commrications Cosmmission at its
June 12 meeting will consider amending the so-called "right-to-reject”
portion of the Network-Affiliate Rules. The "right-to-reject” rule has
been a keystons in the operating relationship between networks and
affiliated stations for years and has helped stations mamintain a level of
local autoncamy and local control.

Further, it is my understanding this amendment would eliminate
pre—-emption of network programs that are determined to be "economic"
pre—eaptions. Such a determination is highly subjective and if controlled
by the network, it could result in penalties to succesaful and popular
local programs that might unilaterally be declared “economic
pre-emptions.” And, there is no third party qualified to render such a

judgment.
This is truly a classic case of "if it is not broken, don't fix it".

This is one of the few times when I find myself planted on the side
of maintaining regulation by the FCC. As much aa I endorae the basic
principle of “deregulation®; as in any business situation, there should be
a certain set of rules by which we all must abide.

In my opinion, this is one of those rules that is good and one that

has proven to be of benefit in the past to the public we serve, and I
would urge you to let that banefit continue.

E. Berry th

Thank you for your consideration.

EBS:njc
cc Kurt Wimmer
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SCHURZ COMMUNICATIONS, INC.  Sory i
295 W. Colfax Avenue/South Bend, Indiana 46626 (219) 287-1001 Senior Vice President » Broadcasting

Junae 3, 1996

The Hon. Reed E. Fundt, Chairman
Federal Communications Commission
1919 M Street, N.W., Room 814
Washington, DC 20054

Dear Chairman Bundt:

It is my understanding the Pederal Communications Commission at its
June 12 meeting will consider amending the so—called "right-to-reject"”
portion of the Network-Affiliate Rules. The "right-to-reject”™ rule has
been a keystone in the operating relationship between networks and
affiliated stations for years and has helped stations maintain a level of
local autonomy and local control.

Purther, it is my undecstanding this amendment would eliminate
pre-emption of network programs that are determined to be "economic”
pre-amptions. Such a determination is highly subjective and if controlled
by the network: it could result in penalties to successful and popular
local programs that wmight unilaterally be declared "economic
pre—emptions.” And, there is no third party qualified to render such a
judgment.

This is truly a classic case of "if it is not broken, don't fix it".

This is one of the few times wvhen I find myself planted on the side
of wmaintaining regulation by the FCC. As much as I endorse the basic
principle of “"deregulation®, as in any business situation, there should be
a certain set of rules by which we all must abide.

In my opinion, this is one of those rules that is good and one that
has proven to be of benefit in the past to the public we serve, and I
would urge you to lat that benefit continue.

Thank you for your ccnsideration.

EBS:njc
c¢ Kurt Wimmer

TERLEVSION
WRET-TV South Bond, B4+ WOB-TV Reanokn, VA = WABT-TV Auguets, GA < KYTV Springield. MO
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SCHURZ COMMUNICATIONS, INC. . oy S
225 W. Colfax Avenue/South Bend, Indiana 46626 (219) 287-1001 Senior Vice Preident » Broedcasting

June 3, 1996

The Hon. Susan Ness, Oomissioner
Federal Communications Commission
1919 M Street, N.W., Room 832
Washington, D.C. 20054

Dear Commissioner Ness:

It is my understanding the Federal Commmications Commission at its
June 12 meeting will consider amending the so-called "right-to-raject”
portion of the Network-Affiliate Rules. The “right-to-reject” rule has
been a keystone in the operating relationship betwesn networks and
affiliated stations for years and has helped stations maintain a level of
local autoncmy and local control.

Further, it is my understanding this amendagnt would eliminate
pre-empticn of network programe that are determined to be "economic®
pre—eaptions. Such a determination is highly subjective and if controlled
by the network, it could result in penalties to successful and popular
local programs that might unilaterally be declarzed “economic
pre-emptions.” And, there is no third party qualified to render such a
judgment .

This is truly a classic case of "if it is not broken, don't £ix it".

This ia one of the few times when I find myself planted on the side
of maintaining regulation by the MC. as mxh as I endorse the basic

principle of "deregulation”, as in any business situation, there should be
a certain set of rules by which we all must abide.

In my opinion, this is one of those rules that is good and one that

has proven to be of benefit in the past to the public we serve, and I
would urge you to let that benefit continue.

Ty =

Thank you for your considevation.

EBS:njc
ce  Rurt Wimmer

TELEVISION
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May 29, 1996

The Hon. Reed E. Hundt, Chairman
Federal Communications Commnission
1919 M. Street, N.W., Room 814
‘Washington, DC 20054

Re; Proposed Network-Afflliste Rules Modifications
Dear Chairman Hundt,

In three days our television station will preempt NBC network programming to air the “Children’s
Miracle Network Telethon™ to help kids in Arksnses; Louisians and Mississippi. This is just one
example of public interest broadcasts that we believa occasionally need to take precedence over
our network’s programs. Mwmmwnmapmtompﬁuﬂwm&ofow
viewers and commmmities and respon to them.

Of particular concern is the proposal to retain the “right-to-reject” rule, but to permit the
networks to stop affiliates from making so called ecomomic presmptions (presmptions that cannot
be classified as public interest programming). Thet change would invite heavy-handed tactics by
networks. Can you imagine the batties that would came before the FCC and the coutts as
networks interpreted economsic preemption to benefit their own priorities? The losers would be
local television viewers, their charities, civic organizations, high school and college sports teams,
and others who depend on local stations for support.

Right now we enjoy a good relationship with our network. Part of the reason for that is the
balance of power, 1o steal an old cold war term. That balance gives us the right to preempt
network programming to air local public affairs and news programa, sports events and telethons.
That balance protects our localism. I ask that you kesp the “right-to-reject” rule intact to protect
the balance of power that lets us serve our local pubfic interests and needs.

Sincerely,

Matt James
General Manager

2°d SMIN BT TIRNUHD 3ADI WdSS:28 96, BE AUW
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- KWTX BROADCASTING COMPANY
A
6700 Asnerican Ploca, Waco, TX 78712 » P.O. Box 2636, Wacu, TX 76702-25%6 RAY DEAVER
Phone 817/776-1330 « FAX 817/751-1088 Vice Presideat
June 3, 1996

The Hon. Reed E. Hundt, Chairman

The Hon. James H. Quello, Susan Ness
and Rachelle B. Chong, Commissioners

Federal Communications Commission

1919 M Street, N.W,, Eighth Floor

Washington, D.C. 20054

Re: Review of the Commission’s Regulations Governing Programming
Practices of Broadcast Television Networks and Affiliates
MM Docket 95-92

Dear Chairman Hundt apd Comunissioners:

[ am the general manager of a CBS affiliated station in Waco, Texas. We have been a network
affiliate for over forty years and we wholeheartedly endorse the network-affiliate relationship as
it now exists. However, it is my understanding that the FCC is in the process of possibly altering
its rules so that the broadcast networks could bind their affiliates to contracts preventing so-
called "economic" preecmptions. Please do not make this change in the rules.

As a local broadcaster, I need to be allowed to do my own programming and not be at the mercy
of the network. 1 want to be able to decide whether we carry Dallas Cowboy pre-season football
games, or Big 12 Football, or Billy Graham Crusades, or a MDA Telethon.

Please retain the current rules that will continue to allow us to have autonomy from the networks.
Thank you for your consideration of my request.

Respectfully submitted,

é | g’
Ray

[ver

Vice President & General Manager
KWTX AM/FM/TY KBTX TV - Brazos Broadcasting Co.
Waco, Texas Bryan, Texas

3-Jun-96 11:13a |
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WL ¥ M
3300 NOKTW SixTH STREET, HARMISBURG, PA 171 10-1421

PH: (717) 238-2100 Fax: (717) 238-8744 WHPOSA@PRODIGY.COM
June 4, 1996

The Honorable James H. Quello, Commissioner
FEDERAL COMMUNICATIONS COMMISSION
1919 M Street, NW

Room 802

Washington, D.C. 20054 Yia TELECOPIER
Dear Chairman Hundt: .

At the Federal Communications Commission’s upcoming June 12, 1996, meeting, you
will be considering an itemn that would amend the "right-to-reject” rule to permit affiliates to enter
agreements with networks that would eliminate “economic” preemptions. I am writing this letter
to you today to ask you to vote against this amendment.

Economic preemptions are an important part of Local originated programming. If we lose
the right to pre-empt the Network, we lose an important pert of our ability to serve our
community. Would you agree that we are more valuable airing the Muscular Dystrophy;
Arthritis; and Easter Seals telethons to raise money for charities, or air another Network
program? Do we better serve our Harrisburg-Lancaster-Lebanon-York market by airing prime-
time local news docwmentaries on local towns and their history; the local highway system; the
local police; and featuring volunteers in our Making A Difference campaign? I believe that we
do.

I read of recent statements made at the National Cable Conference, that United States
government officials said broadcasters should follow cable in their public service lead. I
challenge you to demonstrate anyone’s commitment to serving our communities more than us --
a local, network-affiliated broadcaster.

Please do not eliminate our ability to serve, inform and entertain, particularly in network
dominated time periods. Localism is all that we have to idemtify us, versus a national
programmer, whether that a traditional network, a cable operation or direct broadcast satellite.

I trust that you will make the right decision.

John F. Feeser ?

VP{General Manager
cc: Kurt Wimmer

[4-Jun-96 11:37a |
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.
3300 NORTH SIXTH STREFT, HARRISBURG, PA [7110-142]

P: (717) 2382100 Fax: (717) 238-8744 WHPOF9A@PRODICY.COM
June 4, 1996

The Honorable Susan Ness, Commissioner
FEDERAL COMMUNICATIONS COMMISSION
1919 M Street, NW

Room 832

Washington, D.C. 20054 Yiz TELECOPIER
Dear Chairman Hundt:

At the Federal Communications Commission’s upcoming June 12, 1996, meeting, you
will be considering an item that would amend the “right-to-reject” rule to permit affiliates to enter
agreements with networks that would eliminate "economic” preemptions. I am writing this letter
to you today to ask you to vote against this amendment.

Economic preemptions are an immportant pert of Local originated programming. If we lose -
the right to pre-empt the Network, we lose an important part of our ability to serve our
community. Would you agree that we are more valuable airing the Muscular Dystrophy;
Arthritis; and Easter Seals telethons to raise momey for charities, or air another Network
program? Do we better sesve our Harrisburg-Lancaster-Lebanon-York market by airing prime-
time local news documentaries on local tawna and their history: the: local hichway system; thr,
Incal palice: and featoring volunteens in owir Muking & Nifference campaign? 1 believe that we
do.

I read of recent statemnents made at the National Cable Conference, that United States
government officials said bromdcasters should follow cable in their public service lead. I
challenge you to demonstrate anyone’s commitment to serving our communities more than us —
a local, network-affiliated broadcaster.

Please do not eliminate our ability to serve, inform and entertain, particularly in network
dominated time periods. Localism is all that we have to identify us, versns a national
programmer, whether that a traditional network, a cable operation or direct broadcast satellite.

I trust that you will make the right decision.

Sincerely,

John F. Feeser
: VP/General Manager
cc: Kurt Wimmer

[4-Jun-96 11:37a |



JUN-04-96 TUE 10:44 AM  WHP TV/WLYH TV FAX NO. 7172388744 P. 04

D et

3300 NORTH SIXTH STREET, HARRISBURG, PA 17110-1421
PH: (717) 238-2100 Fax: (717) 238-8744 WHPOAGPRODIGY.COM

June 4, 1996

The Honorable Rachelle B. Chong, Commissioner
FEDERAL COMMUNICATIONS COMMISSION
1919 M Street, NW

Room 844

Washington, D.C. 20054 Yia TELECOPIER
Dear Chairman Hundt;

At the Federal Communications Commission's upcoming June 12, 1996, meeting, you
will be considering an item that would amend the "right-to-reject” rule to permit affiliates to enter
agreements with networks that would eliminate "economic” preemptions. I am writing this letter
to you today to ask you to vote agminst this amendment.

Economic preemptions are an important part of Local originated programming. If we lose
the right to pre-empt the Network, we lose an important part of our ability to serve our
community. Would you agree that we are more valuable airing the Muscular Dystrophy;
Arthritis; and Euster Seuly telethons to raise money for charities, or air another Network
program? Do we better serve our Harrisburg-Lancaster-Lebanon-York market by airing prime-
time local news documentaries on local towns and their history; the local highway system; the
local police; and featuring volunteers in our Making A Difference campaign? I believe that we
do.

I read of recent statements made at the National Cable Conference, that United States
government officials said broadcasters should follow cable in their public service lead. I
challenge you to demonstrate anyone's commitment to serving our communities more than us -
a local, network affiliatod broadoaster.

Please do not eliminate our ability to serve, inform and entertain, particularly in network
dominated time periods. Localism is all that we have to identify us, versus a national
programmer, whether that a traditional network, a cable operation or direct hroadcast satellite.

I trust that you will make the right decision.

ﬁéw%//;«ﬂ#

F. Feeser ' 7
P/General Manager

re Kurt Wimmer

[4-Jun-96 11:37a |
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wAS

3300 NORTH SOCTH STREET, HARNSAURG, PA. 17110142
Pr: (717) 238-2100 Fax: (717) 238-5744 WHPOIA@PRODIGY.COM

June 4, 1996

The Honorable Reed E. Hundt, Chairman
FEDERAL COMMUNICATIONS COMMISSION
1919 M Street, NW

Room 814

Washington, D.C. 20054 Yis TELECOPIER
Dear Chairman Hundt:

At the Federal Communications Commission’s upcoming June 12, 1996, meeting, you
will be considering an item that would amend the nght—w—xejeot rule to permit affiliates to enter
agreements with networks that would eliminate “economic” preemptions I am writing this letter
to you today to ask you to vote against this amendment.

Economic preemptions are an important part of Local originated programming. If we lose -
the right to pre-empt the Network, we lose an important part of our ability to serve our
community. Would you agree that we are more valuable airing the Muscular Dystrophy;
Arthritis; and Easter Seals telethons to raise money for charities, or air another Network
program? Do we better serve our Harrisburg-Lancaster-Lebanon-York market by airing prime-
time local news docunemtaries on local towns and their history; the local highway system; the
-local police; and featuring volunteers in our Making A Difference campeign? 1 believe that we
do.

I read of recent statcments made at the National Cable Conference, that United States
government officials said broadcasters should follow cable in their public service lead. 1
chatlenge you to demonstrate anyone's commitment to serving our communities mote than us --
a local, network-affiliated broadcaster.

Please do not eliminate our ability to serve, inform and entertain, particularly in network
dominated timc pcriods. Localism is all that we have to identifly us, versus a national
programmat, mhothos thot o wadisivean] asewasls, & 1181 Lpistien Lo Jhod Livadvasl sulallli.

1 trust that you will make the right decision.

Smcenely.
/

John F. Feeser
VP/General Manager
cc: Kurt Wimmer

[6-Jun-96 11:37a |
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M.N. Bostick

200 W. Highway 6, #500
Wwaco, Texas 78712

June 3, 1996

The Hon. Reed E. Hundt, Chairman
Federal Communications Commission
1919 M Street, N.W,, Eighth Floor
Washington, D. C. 20054

Re: Review of the Commission's Regulations Governing Programming
Practices of Broadcast Television Networks and Affiliates
MM Docket 95-92

Dear Chairman Hundt:

IfYOIl aliminate the petws

B ghts currently availabie to local television stations
you seriously reduce the flexit

‘tymmcesmyws«nthemm

I am Chairman of three entitiss licensed to operate KWTX-TV, Waco, Texas; KBTX-TV
Bryan-College Station, Texas; KXII-TV, Sherman, Texas. All three of these stations

are currently affiliated with the CBS Television Network. You surely recognize that all three
of these markets are small markets and seriously need the current FCC Network Program
Practices.

I constructed KWTX-TV, Waco, Texas in 1955, and went on the atr without any netwark,
TbFCCNmﬂWmddrutafmmmmmredmABCNemork
affilistion. KBTX-TV, Bryan, Texas also went on the sir without 2 stend
bmFCCNetworkReguhﬁmhdpadmnetworkpromTheFCCNuwmk
Regulations as currently stated give all three of these markets' ability to react to local needs
without fear of unmanageable network retribution. Without the current regulations these markets
could not have in the past, and cannot in the fiture provide necessary balance between local,
network, and other program needs.

The current regulations are working. They aren't broke; please don't fix them.

Rl

KWTX Broadcasting Company, Inc.
KBTX-TV, Brazos Broadcasting Company
KXII Broadcasters, Inc.

Rn-0& 4L-bbn |
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M.N. Bostick

200 W. Highway 8, #500
Wwaco, Texag 76712

June 3, 1996

The Hon. James H. Quello
Federal C scations C .
1919 M Street, N.W., Eighth Floor
Washington, D. C. 20054

Re: Review of the Commission's Regulations Governing Programming
Practices of Broadcast Television Networks and Affiliates

MM Docket 95-92

Dear Commissioner Quello:
If you eliminate the ights curreatly available to local television stations
you seriously reduce the 30 necessary to serve the jocal public.

1 am Chairman of three entities licensed to operate KWTX-TV, Waco, Texas; KBTX-TV
Bryan-College Station, Texas; KXII-TV, Sherman, Texas. All three of these stations

are currently affilisted with the CBS Television Network. You surely recognize that all three
of these markets are small markets and seriously need the current FCC Network Program
Practices.

I constructed KWTX-TV, Waco, Texas in 1955, and went on the air withgut anv network.

The FCC Network Regulations and threat of an anti trust suit secured an ABC Network
affilistion. KBTX-TV, Bryas, Texas also went on the air without A standand oetwork contract.
but FCC Network Regulations helped secure network programming. The FCC Network
Regulations as currently stated give all three of these markets' ability to react to local needs
without fear of unmanagesble network retribution. Without the current regulations these markets
could not have in the past, and cannot in the future provide necessary balance between local,
network, and other program needs.

The current regulations are working. They aren't broke; please don't fix them.

M. N. Bostick, Chairman
KWTX Broadcasting Company, Inc.

KBTX-TV, Brazos Broadcasting Company
KXII Broadcasters, Inc.

T Jun-96 4:460 |
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MLN. Bostick

200 W. Highway 8, #3500
Waco, Texas 76712

June 3, 1996

The Hon. Susan Ness

Federal Communications Commission
1919 M Street, N.W., Eighth Floor
Washington, D. C. 20054

Re: Ravigw ol e Cunmiasivu's Regulslivus Guvea niug Progrumming
Practices of Broadcast Television Networks and Affiliates

MM Docket 95-92
Dear Commissioner Ness:
If you eliminate the i currently availsbie to local television stations
you seriously reduce the 'htywnwumytomethemm

I am Chairman of three eatities licensed to operate KWTX-TV, Waco, Texas; KBTX-TV
Bryan-College Station, Texas; KXII-TV, Sherman, Texas. All three of these stations

are currently affiliated with the CBS Television Network. You surely recognize that all three
of these markets are small markets and seriously need the current FCC Network Program
Pructices.

I constructed KWTX-TV, Waco, Texas in 1955, and went on the air without any petwork.

The FCC Network Regulations and threat of an anti trust suit secured an ABC Network
affiliation. KBTX-TV, Bryan, Texas also went on the air without a standard network contract,
but FCC Network Ragulations helped secure network programming. The FCC Network
Reguistions as cusrently stated give all three of these markets' ability to react to local needs
without fear of unmanagsable network retribution  Without the current regulations these markets
could pot have in the past, and cannot in the fiture provide necessary balance between local,
network, and other program needs.

The current reguiations are working. They aren't broke; please don't fix them.

i’

KWTX Broadcasting Compaay, Inc.
KBTX-TV, Brazos Broadcasting Company
KXII Broadcasters, Inc.

F-Jun-96 4:46p |
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M.N. Bostick

200 W. Highway 6, #3500
Waoo, Texas 76712

June 3, 1996

The Hon. Rachelle B. Chong

Federal Communications Commission
1919 M Street, N.W., Eighth Floor
Washington, D. C. 20054

Re: Review of the Commission's Regulations Governing Programming
Practices of Broadcast Television Networks and Affiliates
MM Docket 95-92

If you eliminate the patwork § ion rights currently available to local television stations
you seriously reduce the flexibili wneoumymmthem

1 am Chairman of three entities licensed to operate KWTX-TV, Waco, Texas, KBTX-TV
Bryan-College Station, Texas; KXII-TV, Sherman, Texas. All three of these stations

are currently affilisted with the CBS Television Network. You surely recognize that all three
of these markets arc small markets and seriously need the current FCC Network Program
Practices.

I constructed KWTX-TV, Waco, Texas in 1955, and went on the air without any network.

The FCC Network Regulations and threat of an anti trust suit secured an ABC Network
affilistion. KBTX-TV, Bryan, Texas also went on the air wj

but FCC Network Regulations helped secure network programming. The FCC Netwark
Reguiations as currently stated give all three of these markets' ability to react to local needs
without fear of unmanageable network retribution. Without the current regulations these markets
could not have in the past, and cannot in the future provide necessary balance between local,
network, and other program needs.

The current regulations are working. They aren't broke; please don't fix them.

M.'l\@:: : -
KWTX Broadcasting Company, Inc.

KBTX-TV, Brazos Broadcasting Company
KXT Broadcasters, Inc.

[F-Jun-96 4:ébp |
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509 South Neil Street
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A 1S Altware @

Robb Gray, Jr.

Vice I'res{dent
and Generat Manaye:

Midwest ‘Tolevision, Ine,

WCIA
Chisaspaly, 1L

WCFN
Sspringfield. L

WMBD-AM-TY, WMXP-FM
Peona, IL

KFMB-AM-FM-TV
San Ulego, CA

16:18

T1 217 3733648,

MIDWEST TV RCIA

June 4, 1996

The Honorable Rachelle B. Chong, Commissioner
Federal Communications Commission '
1919 M. Street, N.W., Room 844

Washington, DC 20054

Deur Commissioner Chong:

WE

NEED YOUR HELP

Q002

AND SUPPORT REGARDING THE

NETWORK-AFFILIATE RULES. As you consider an amendment of the
“right-to-reject” rule that would eliminate “economic” preemptions, plcasc
coasider the following:

The “local” audience and local control of stations will be
destroyed if every preemption decision becomes subject o a
public-interest inquisition by the network,

The determination of whether a preemption is “economic”
cannot be made objectively. The network which will make the
initial judgment of whether to seek contractual penmalties, will
have every motivation so see every preemption as “economic”.
in fact, the rule would penalize successful local programming
by making any popular program an ineligible program on
which to base a preemption.

We believe stations should bave the opportunity to preempt
unacceplable network programming to air morc suitable
programming for our local viewers. Economic preempiions arc
an important check on insufficient network programming or
programming that cannot be made consistent with local tastes
and valucs,

We believe the control of what programming runs on our local
stations belongs to the affiliates not the network. This control
has beea reduced due to the network size and power, changes in
ownership rules, deregulation of fin/syn and PTAR and other
recent changes.

N
Robb Gray JY. <\
Yice

Gonoral

RG:ls

14-Jun-96 4:37p |
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June 4, 1996

The Honorable Susan Ness, Commissioner

509 South Neil Street Federal Communications Commission
st Office Box 20 $ 19 M. Su:‘gblg&l Room 832
Champaign, tilincis
61824-0020 Dear Commissioner Ness:
(217) 3568343

WE NEED YOUR HELP AND SUPPORT REGARDING THC
A chs Midiate @ NETWORK-AFFILIATE RULES. As you consider an amendment of the
“right-to-reject” rule that would eliminate “ecomomic™ preemptions, plcase

consider the following:
Robb Gray, Jr. The “local” audience and local control of stations will be
destroyed if every preemption decision becomes subject to a
wud Cu-:::lilpl;l:ll:::: Wblic'mm mmm by the network.

The determination of whether a preemption is “cconomic”
cannot be made objectively. The network which will make the
initial judgment of whether 10 seek contractual penaities, will
have every motivalivn o see every preemption as “economic”.
In fact, the rule would penalize successful local programming
by making any popular program an ineligible program on
which to base a precmption,

We believe stations should have the opportunity to preempt
unacceptable network programining to air morc suitable
programming for our local viewers. Ecomomic preemptions are
an important check on insufficient network programming or
programming that cannot be made consistent with local tastes
and values.

We believe the control of what programming runs on our local

stations belongs to the affiliates not the network. This control

has been reduced due to the network size and power, changes in
Midwest Tolevision, (nc. ownership rules, deregulation of fin/syn and PTAR and other
recent changes.

WA
Chasnpalign, 1L

WCFN
o Sprtnglield, 1L

WMBU-AM-TV, WMXP4'™
Heoria, 1L

KFMB-AM-FM-TV
San Diegy, CA
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June 4, 1996

The Honorable James H. Quello, Commissioner
Federal Communications Commission

1919 M. Street, N.W., Room 802

Washington, DC 20054

509 Sauth Nell Street

Fust Office Dox 20

Clusopatyni, Hlinols

618240020 Dear Commissioncr MO:
(EIT) Hapuss WE NEED YOUR HELP AND SUPPORT REGARDING THE
A CTS AlGlinie @ NETWORK-AFFILIATE RULES. As you consider an amendment of the
“right-to-reject™ rule thal would eliminawe “ecomomic™® preemptions, please
consider the following:
Robb Gray, Jr. M“M'MNMWMWMM
N destroyed if cvery preemption decision becomes subject to a
e President

and Getreral Manayer

Midwest Television, inc.

WA
Champaign, 1L

WCFN
upringiicid, IL

WMUBL-AM-1V, WMXI-+'M

public-interest inquisition by the network.

The detormination of whether a presmption is “ecosomic”
cannot be made objectively. The network which will make the
initial judgment of whether tv seek contractual penalties, will
have every motivation 30 sec every preemption as “economic”.
In fact, the rule would pemalize successful local programming
by making any pupulur program an ipeligible program on
which to base a preemption.

We believe siations should have the opportunity (0 preempt
usaccopable network programming (0 air more suitable
progmmming for our local viewers. Ecosomic preemptions arc
an important check on insufficient network programming or
programming that cannot be made consistent with local tastcs
and valves.

We believe be coatrol of what programming runs on our local
stations belongs to the affilintes not the network. This control
has boen reduced due 10 the network size and powcr, changes in
ownership rules, deregulation of fin/syn and PTAR and other
rcoent changes.

Petsrta, IL — o K
KI'MH-AM-AMTY \Q ‘}*\‘ XN \
Sau Dieyw, CA Robb Gmy Jr. MQ K(
o Vioe P \\
General Manager
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S0 South Neil Street

Post Office Box 20
Chanpaign, (llinoty
61824-0020

(S17) Ja6-N13S

A CBS Afthate P

Robb Gray, Ir

Vice Pregident
and General Manager

Midwast Television, inc.

WCIA
Champalyn, IL

WCFN
St W,

WMBL-AM-TV, WMXEP-FM
Peoria, IL

KFMB-AM-FM-TV
San Diego, CA
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June 4, 1996

The Honorable Reed E. Hundt, Chairman
Federal Communications Commission
1919 M. Street, N.W., Room 814
Washington, DC 20054

Dear Chairman Hundt:

does

WE NEED YOUR HELP AND SUPPORT REGARDING THE
NETWORK-AFFILIATE RULES. As you consider an amendment of the
“right-to-reject” rule that would eliminate “economic” preemptions, please

consider the following:

The “local” audience and local control of stations will be

destroyed if every preemption decision becomes subject to a
public-interest inquisition by the network.

The determination of whether a preemption is “economic”
cannot be made objectively. The network which will make the
initial judgment of whether to seck comtractual ponaitics, will
have every motivation so see every preemption as “economic”.
In fact, the rule would penalize successful local programming
by making any popular program an ineligible program on
which to base a preemption.

We believe stations should have the opportunity to preempt
unacceptable network programming to air more suitable
programming for our local viewers. Economic preemptions are
an important check on insufficient network programming or
progmamming that cannot be made consistent with local tastes
and values.

We believe the control of what programming runs on our local
stations belongs to the affilistes not the network. This control
has been reduced due to the network size and power, changes in
ownership rules, deregulation of fin/syn and PTAR and other

recent changes.

RG:ls
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June 4, 1996

The Hon. Reed E. Hundt, Chairman

The Hon. James H. Quello, Susan Ness
and Rachelle B. Chong, Commissioners

Federal Communications Commission

1919 M. Street, NW, Eighth Fioor

Washington, DC 20054

Dear Commissioners:

I'm writing to strongly urge yau to retain the right-to-reject rule that applies to our
relationship with the telsvision networks. Frankly, in all that | have read or heard,

I'm still not quite clear why you would even consider abolishing this rule. Much of

what the Commission has done aover the years has been aimed at the greatest
possible competition and community service,

Our relationship with our network needs to be a business one based on whatever
agreement we have signed with them. | hope the Commission will not choose to
become a third party to such a business contract.

Best wishes with the many difficult decisions you are currently considering.
Sincerely.

W ln—

Mark Keown
Executive Vice President
and General Manager

MK/kr

e ——————— Y
WTVR-TV a 3301 West Broad Street & Richmond, VA 23230 s B804/254-3800 Fax: 804/254-3689
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June 3, 1996

Mr. Kurt Wimmer

Secretary’s Office

FEDERAL COMMUNICATIONS COMMISSION
1919 M. Street, N.W.

Washington, D.C. 20054

Dear Mr. Wimmer:

This letter 13 in response to the “Right To Reject Rule”
which we undarstand the commission will consider on
June 12th.

As it stands the rule protects a station’s autonomy and the
community it serves. It would not be in the best public
interest to provide networks this amocunt of control over
affiliates.

Economic pre—-emptions are an important check on insufficient
network programming and more importantly, programs that
could be objactionable or unsuitable to the local tastes and
values.

Qur two stations, one in Helena, Mt. and the other in

Yuma, Az. are “small market” affiliates and would be
particularly harmed as the networks’ “Big Market” ownership
control increases, leaving us and others at their mercy.

Please keep the “Right To Reject Rule” in effect.

Thank you for your consideration.

Singerely,

J géijggr‘>l

ident
H/KSWT

cC: Hon.Reed E. Hundt, Chalrman
Hon.James H. Quello, Commissioner
Hon. Susan Ne=2s, Commissioner
Hon. Rachelle B. Chong, Commissioner
1301 S. 3rd Avenue « P.O. Box 592 « Yuma, Arizona 85366-0892 « TEL (520) 782-3113 + FAX (320) 782-0320
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